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Qbjectives

1. To examine trawl caught cephalopods for gut content analysis and
biometric parameters.

2. To obtain live Loligo and Eledope for laboratory studies, using Nephrops
creels and squid jigs.

Harrative

tGoldseoker' operated out of Buckie for the whole of the cruise. Trawling
was carried out on two grounds, one north of Lossiemouth, the other north

of Buokie, and 34 half-hour tows were made. The creel fleets were set at

locations around Spey Bay. The cruise started and ended on the scheduled

dates, two days were lost due to bad weather.

Results
Trawling: Eledone was present in most trawl hauls, a total of 105 were
caught ranging in weight from 100-1600g. Loligo ws taken in 21 hauls, the

best catch being of 71 individuals; a total of 164 were taken with a
dorsal mantle length range of 5~26cm.

All cephalopods were frozen and sent to Averdeen University Zoology
Department for further analysis.

ephrops were present in most hauls, a total of 142kg were caught, 63kg
484) were measured. ' The composition of the Nephrops catch sampled is
shown in Table X,

Trawl hauls. were carried out both in daylight and in derkness. The best
catches of squids were taken in daylight, morning, hauls but as relatively
few were taken in total this is not eignificant. Hephrops catchas were
greatest at the times of dasm and dusk.

Creeling: The creels were shet  and hauled six times. On].j one Fledone
was caught, this was frozen.

Generals  Samples of Nephrops, %&g&, Porturus, Bupagurus and Buocinmum

were also sent to the University. Water samples for radio-
caesium an2lysis were obtained off Buckie.
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Length frequency composition and mean carapace length
of sampled catoh.

- . Losgiemouth
Carapace -
length (ua} | 10-14 15-9 204 25-9 304 359 40-4 45-9 504 | Total | MCL
Males 7 84 37T 500 300 106 10 1384} 32.4
Tomales . 1 T 78 322 186 105 16 2 718 | 30,0
Barried - 2 2 2 1 T
female
Buckise
Hales . 3 79 228 199 45 13 567 | 29.6
Foemales 1 59 128 T1 13 3 275 | 28.9
Berried 1 L) 4
omale
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