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Objectives

. To re-examine the scallop and gueen stocks in the area, studied in detail
in 1978, off Cloanaig Bay.

2. To study the age and length composition of stocks in the Clyde area, with
Speciul attention being paid to the Ayrshire coast.

3» To study the age and Jergth composition of scallop and queen stocks in tha
Scund of Jura.

Haxrati Ve

'Goldeeeker! departed from Buckie on Honday 14 February. She proceedad through

the Caledonian and Criunan canals, arriving at Troon on 17 ¥ebruary. Dredging off
the Ayrshire ceast commenced on tha following day and continued until 25 Februasy,
losing two days owing to mechanical trouble. ‘'Goldseeker' steamed to the Vest of

Clyde on 26 ¥ebruary where dredging continned in the Cloanaig area and, aftey
passing through the Crinan canal; the Sound of Jura. Dredeing ceased wn 7 March,
wherenpon *Qoldseeker' made - for Puckie to be unloaded an 10 March,
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sempiing dredges (with 57 mm bally ringa) were used on a towing bar for these
hauls. Table I zhows the age frequency of the scallops cavght, The average
nuzber per haul was 17, with the best haul yielding ob.,

Forty 15 minute haula wexre made on kucwn grounds off the Ayrshire coast using
one 12 tuoth dredge (with 83 mm belly riogs) and cne 96 tooth dredge {with 57 mm
belly rings) on a towing bar, Seven hauls uping this combination were complet ed
between Cloanaig and Carredale on the West side of Glyde, with a further '
fifteen hauls accomplighed in the Sound of Jura. Table 1I showas the age

frequency of scallops caught_ig*jpegemgxgasgq-The,numbers.caught off the - .- -

Ayrshire coast” were low, with an averege number nf fiye per naui and a beat of

26. The VWeat side of Clyds and the Sound of Jurs averaged 11 and 19 respectively

with best catches of 16 and 78, The propertion of young ncellops in the letter
areas, uleng with the good catchesg, is an encouraging sign for future fishing
in these areas,

T Howell
29 March 1983
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Table I Percentage age composition of scallspa caught in Cloanaig Bay

* No of growth rings
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Table II Percentage age camposition of scallops .caught in different aresas

No of prowth ringe
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