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STAFT

I Rogers (8IC)

J Lockwood

[3=14 July

s
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B R Howell 7-8 September

8 £ Spancer 7 Septembar

AR Child : 13~14 July, 10 October
Claire Galloway (student) 17=-18 Hay, 13~13 June

DURATION

17 May-10 October
LOCATION

Rhyl, and Dulas Bay, Anglesey.
ATIM

To conduct a detailed survey cf the benthos of & sole nursery ground, and
identify the distribution of specific macrohenrhic prey spacieg.

. NMARKATIVE

H

The routine wonthly sampling of the juvenile flatfisn population continucy
throughout the period, and after a continuous 17 menths Furvey was completed on
I October. Benthos samples were collected using 2 Day grab from stations in
the Rhyl nursery area during May and July, and from Dnlas Bay during June and

September. All sawmples were returned to the Leboratory and processed in Lha web
laboratory. Samples of water from the sea bed were collected using Nanszn borfies

and gent te Lowestoft for determination of salinity.
RESULTS

Data showing the abundance of the 1937 year~ciass of scies indicated a dactineg
between Dacember and February, Foliowed by an apparent increase ip sprisg.  Jove~
aiies were still present on the nurgery ground in appreciable numbers 17 monins
after hatching. Part of all grab samples tuken was dried and the crganic werghan
determined. Sub-sawples were removed for grair size wmeasuremects using & series
cf Endecot sieves of mesh gize ranging from 2 om to 63 . The kulk of the
benthos sample was wet sieved using 2 0.5 mm sieve and the Fawns coilected an
preserved. Results indicated that those fishing ststions containing coreisgte
high abundance of juvenile sole, support high densities of certzin palvcnaste
gpecies, and have a high proportion of fine sand in the substrate. “he vontent
of organic maverial varies between 1-3%, and water salinity at the subkstrars/wapar
interface tends to be coasistently less than 33%.
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