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Repcrt on 28 John Murray cruise 18-28 May 1076 Cruwuse 6/7(,

The main eobjective of this cruise vas to continua the programme cf
systematic sampling of éupzrficial gediment ?rom the North Sea basin bogun in
1971 byf the Geochemical Division of the Instituto of Geological Scicnces.
Comnletion of this crulse néw gi;es us samplg coverage from~the R Thaies tn tle

.

Horay Firth. Boundaries of the cruise_werg_frdm SGON.ta 57°N. and from oW, °

to approximately 3°E. {.¢. from the coast to the median line between the U.k.

. and Norwegian sectors. No time was lost because of adverse weather conditionsg

. tuat curtailizent of stations was necessary owing to the veasel having to returm

e

to Barry within the linits of the 10-day cruise. Eighty percent of the intcndad

- programmae was carried out in the time available. Continental Shelf Unit: Norih.

and Scuth (I1GS Bdinburgh and Leeds) vere also involved in this area and ment

renresentatives along to participate. The gravity cerer from C5U Seuth was rendorad

- .

;unuséﬁlc when tha welds helding the launching trough tothe stern deck of the
vessel fractured after only tvo stctiona, The: caupe:of.this was attribuled o
' L)
() insufficiznt. and poor velding at Tyme Pock (p) a nov and untri@sd vinch,
the controls of which proved to be-jorky in eperation. The cone-dredpe and

® :

Shinck grab used by curaclves and CSU Horth performed satisfactorily during the
vhole period, as d¢id the ORE pinger. The side-scan sonar vas umelaess at theo

ten-knot specd kept up between sta'ti.ons and was not used. One or two probliems

with the ship's engines were solved as they arose and did not delay the programme

Pl sigmificontly. Forsfuture operations-a differentsicthod of attaching ihe

laamching trough of the gravity cocor 19 necessary to provent a rocurrence of

the breakage expericnced during this cruises. A thoroupgh clean-up of the

laboratory accomodation by the previous scientific party would alzo be appreciated.

Thanks are due to the officers and crew who helped us uncomplainingly at ail
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