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17th Tebruexy - 22nd rch, 1969.

Ob1ectrz§§
1o To carry out a herring egg and lervel survey on Bellantrae Derl,

2. To carry out tests on the relative efficiencies of encased cnd
unencased Gulf IIT sanplers.

"Marats" anwel refit extended over a longer period than originsll

plamned and as a result the begimming of t-is cruise vas deizyed by one
week, "‘ara” sailed from Bucliie on 24th Lebruary and reached Ayr on

26th February where the Yeientific Staff joined the ship.

The egg survey on Ballantrae Iank was begun in the morning of
27th Februory. Greb heuls were Tirst made in arecs where egos had been
located in surveys made in previous years and subsecuently the survey
vas extended to cover a wide area over the Bank, A very small patch of
eggs was located in the area vhere spavn was obtained in 1908, A lacge
proportion of these egzs vere in an early stege of develovment.

The greb'survey of Lallantrze Denl: wes continued on tlhe morning of
the 3rd :zrch, vhen eggs vere found in the seme area. s in the srevious
weelks the patch vas hovever considerably more extensive than it had bee.
the weck before, The covering of egrs wes tiicler; in the densest
patches 4 or 5 layers of egss vere found,

During the veek several 1 m oblicue hauls were made but no larvas
were found, Lt the end of the veek "lara's" enzine develoned a fiult
in the 0il cooling system vhich nrevented any viork being done on’
Fridey alternoon and the liondoy and MuesCoy of the following veek, Tha
renainder of that week wos spent on further samnling of the egy patel,

here wes little evidence of vny additionnl egg deposition, but tle
1ejority of the egss campled were at en early stage of development,

On the i.onday of the cnsuing week fair numbers of early larveoe
were teken in meire net samples over Ballentroe Bank, ond the day wvas
spent colipering hauls of the unencesed CGulf IIT arainct a standerd
Gulf III, Dad veather precluded vork on the following day and the
scientific staff left "Miore" in Lyr vhile "liora" sailed to return to the
east coast,
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