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CRUISE .LROX

F.R.S. "Mara"
Part 1 8th - 24th Febru ry 1966
Part 2 28th March - 8th .ipril 1966

Yarrative

Paxrt 1. Miora” left Buckie on the 8th February and sailed to
the Clyde, where work commenced on the 11th in Loch Tyne. Dredging
was carried out on exploited scallop beds off the ‘yrshire coast
and in the Cock of Arran and Loch Fyne areas. This part of the cruise
ended at Troon on the 24th February, when a southerly gale caused
work to be abandoned.

Part 2. "Mara®" sailed from Troon on the 28th March, and after
dredging on grounds off the S.7, coast of ‘rran procceded through
the Crinan Canal. The beds of scallops around Jura, Islay cnd
Colonsny, on which commercial dredging has commenced in recent yeirs,
were then sampled. In addition, dredging was carried out in Easdale
Bay and in the Sound of Iull, on grounds which are not so far
exploited commercizlly. .ifiter working on the morning of the 6th April
PMara" set sail for Buckie, where the scientific staff disembarked on
the morning of the 8th.

Results Most of the hauls were teken by 6ft dredge. On the Clyde
beds, the proportion of older scallops in c.tches taken was low, as in
the corresponding cruises in 1964-5. This wasg agein most marked on

the west side, especially off the Cock of Arran and Cloonaig Buy. On
the newly-exploited beds outside the Clyde end on o hitherto unex-
ploited bed in Jasdale Bay the proportion of older scallops was higher.
The percentages of scallops with seven or more growth rings in each area,
with the corresponding figurea for 1965 where possible, were as follows:—

1966 1965
Dasgt Clyde Bennane Head T4 44
Girvan 55 40
West Clyde Seile arran 44 41
Cock of nsrran 12 14
Claonaig Bay 33 18
Inchmarnock 47 36
Inverneil Island 38 30
Rudha Dhu 64 59
Tslay & Jura 83 -
Colonsay - 71 -
Bagdale Bay 81 -

Four-ring scallops were predominant in catches at the Cock of Arran,
Claonaig Bay «nd Inschmernock.

_The»h&mhers of scallops caught per haul were, cs expected, greatest
outside the Clyde. These included catches of 90 in 15 minutes dnd/72



72 in 20 minutes off the east co.st of Colonscy. The unexploited bed in
Tasdcle Bay yielded a catch of 81 scollops in a 6 ~ minute haul.  The
ground there is rough, but the results sugrest that with local knowledge
this bed might be fished commercially.

In all parts of the Clyde, 1963 appears to have been a poor yeor
for growth. In 21l arecs except the Cock of .rrun growth in subsequent
yearsg wes normal, OFff the Cock of -xrran, hovever, growth has remained
poor in 1964 cnd 1965. Here vast quantities of que.ns (Chl.mys oper-
cularis) were taken, which might h:ve been competing for food with the
scollops.  Up to 20 buskets of queons (opproximotely 10,000) were tuken
in a tro-minute haul.

In an otiempt to create an interest in queens, tro baskets were
landed .t room. In addition to the exploitable concentrations off the
Cock of -rran, queens vere found in fair numbers off Claonaig Tay.
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