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CRUISE REPORT
FOR.T’-- HE\\{ARA"

23rd March - 10th April, 196L

The vessel was unable to leave Fraserburgh until 26th March due to
bad weather. The time in port was spent rigging nets and preparing
gear. ILifting rings were fitted to the Skagen trawl doors. The
weather improved slightly by the 26th and the ship left at 0800 hrs for
Bell Rock.

Echo surveying at the area to the east cf Bell Rock commenced at
1745 hrs,. By 2100 hrs the weather had deteriorated so much that it
was decided to return to Aberdeen; the navigation buoys at Dundee were
adrift, The ship tied up at Torry Dock at 0245 hrs on the 27th,
Heavy swell kept the ship in port until 31st, when it again put to sea
for Bell Rock at 0730 hrs, The sea conditions were still impossible
for working and Mara put back to Aberdeen,

It was decided, as time was running short, to work in the Tod Head
area as and when conditions allowed, Working from Aberdeen and Montrose,
eight hauls were made using a rig modified for trawling over roupgh
ground. A camera survey was made over the same ground.

Work at Bell Rock started on 6th April, working out of Dundee.
An echo survey and camera survey were made of an area to the west of
Bell Rock., Nine hauls were made using manilla, nylon, and polspropylene
trawls with the herd-ground gear. The course of each survey and tow
was plotted on prepared Decca charts.

Tarnings of southerly gales were issued on the 9th and by the middle

of the afternoon, conditions had deteriorated locally and the ship

returned to Aberdecen. The programme ended with two hauls off Girdleness
on the 10th,

E., S. STRANGE

26th June, 196..
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