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CRUISE REPORT

F,R.V. "MARA"

13th April~1st May, 196.L.

"Mara" and "Platessa" made contact in Aberdeen on the 13th and sailed
that night. It was decided in view of the weather prevailing that the
passage to the West Coast would be made through the canal, This took longer
than anticipated with a hold-up at Corpach where the sea lock gate was being
repaired. The two vessels reached Oban on Friday 17th.

Rather than steam northwards to the Minch it was decided that fishing
should start on the Dubh Heartach grounds and trawling commenced there on
the 20th, Fishing was light and the following day hauls were made at
Coclinsay and Gigha., Few fish were caught there either and the gear suffered
considerable damage. It was decided to move to the Clyde and the vessels
reached Campbeltown late on the 21st., Most of the following forenoon was
spent mending.

The remainder of the week until Friday 24th was spent in the Clyde whers
a good pitch and some fair fishing was located. Over the weekend Mr. Dickson
and Mr. Carrothers joined "lara" and Mr. Mowat left her. Comparative fishing
continued fairly successfully from the 27th to the 29th on which day "Platessa"
had to leave and proceed to Fleetwood,

An analysis of the results is proceeding, but in general the wing trawl
when rigged with the larger otterboards took more whiting, but less bottom
fauna, Details of the warp spread and warp drag were electronically recorded
aboard "Mara".

After "Platessa" left more instruments were unpacked with the intention
of spending two days on instrument work as a background to the comparative
fishing experiment and also as an assessment of net drag. The MKIA electronic
spreadmeter was found to have been damaged in transit. The 30th was spent
repairing the damage to the spreadmeter but it could not be made operational,
The load cells for measuring the tension in front of and behind the otterboards
were made ready for use. The weather was too bad to go out that day nor
was the next any better for effective instrumented gear testing. Instruments
and instrument racks were dismantled and packed ready for transport to
Aberdeen, the cruise thus terminating on 1st May.

W. DICKSOM
22nd May, 196L.
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