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Narrative

The scientific staff joined "Mara" at Troon on the Lth May,
Work was delayed owing to a westerly gale. Scallop ¢redging commenced
on the 5th and continued until the afternoon of the 19th, when the
scientific staff disembarked at Stranraer, "Mara" then made a passage
to Buckle, where she arrived on the afternoon of the 23rd.

Gale force winds between south and west limited the amount of
dredging carried out on the Ayrshire coast. It was, however, possible
to work most days in Loch Fyne, Kilbrannan Sound, the Kyles of Bute and
round Arran, Most hauls were with the 6 ft standard dredge, though
sometimes a j. £t standard or a 5 ft Baird dredge, each with a fine mesh
bag, was useds In all, 89 hauls were made,

Results
Scallops (Pecten maxlmus) are widespread in the Clyde and were: taken at
almost every fishing staticn.. Hauls indicating commercial densities

of scallops were taken at the following places:—~
Arran off the Cock of Arran; OCorrie; Brodick; south-west coast.
Toch | Fyne off Inverneil Island; Rudha Dubh,
Kilbrannan Sound off Claonaig Bay; Skipness Bay.
On the Ayrshire coast good hauls were obtained off Girvan.

Some of the stocks sampled have recently been heavily fished and
the age-compositions of scallop catches showed signs of this, Compared
with catches from unexploited beds round Mull, the Clyde catches contained
fewer old scallops. Whereas almost 707 of scallops in the Mull samples
had seven or more growth rings, the figures on the beds in the Clyde
which are known to be exploited weres~-

Cock of Arren 32, Corrie 38, S.W. Arran )2, Claonaig Bay 53,
Skipness Bay 40, Girvan 59.

Five-ringed scallops constituted the most abundant year class.

The muscles of the Clyde scallops generally appeared to be in good
condition. The state of gonad development varied from place to place,
Presumably owing to local variations in the time of the spring spawning,

Large catches of queens (Chlamys opercularis) were obtained off’
the north-east coast of Arran and in Skipness Bay., 17 baskets,
estimated to contain some 20,000 gueens, were obtained in one 5 minute
heul off the Cock of Arran,
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