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R1/7 6MR62
CRUISE REPORT
F.R.V., "MARA"
13th June~1st July 1966
Narrative

"Mera" sailed from Buckie on 13th June and proceeded to Loch Ness,
where she was engaged in trials, on 14th June, of an acoustic device
developed by Birmingham University. The personnel for the main part of
the cruise joined "Mara" at Fort William on 15th June. Work continued in
the South Minch, Loch Linnhe and Coleonsay areas until 29th June, after
which "Mara" returned to Buckie and unloaded on 1st July.

Results

Hauls of 30 minutes duration were taken with & Danish shrimp trawl.
The best haul of pandalids was taken in 55 fathoms, 5 miles ENE of the
north end of Colonsay, where 643 mixed Pandalus montagui and P, bonnijeri
were taken. Fair concentrations were also found 8 miles E of Eriskay,
where the catch from 76 fathoms numbered 165. Haddock, whiting and small
gadolds were present in these hauls.

Triel hauls were made using the net fishing off the bottom. Extra
floats were added, and the headline depth was measured using a Furuno depth
telemeter. The net rose off the bottom when the warps were shortened,
but no shrimps were caught.

Nephrops were teken in the same positions as the pandalids, and also
in Loch Linnhe (where very few shrimps were caught). 1802 specimens were
sexed and measured. The mean ocarapace length for males was 39.56 mm in
Lech Linnhe, compared with 31.44 mm fer the other areas.

Flankton hauls were taken in areas XX13c, XX12a and YY¥4ic.

Je Drinkwater

15th September, 1966.
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