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CRUISE J{ErORT
PRV, MIIARAY

May 26%h - June 14th, 1969

Personnels
J.R.G. Tiislop

W.S. Duncan

L.A. Barvon

G.I. Sengster (May 29%h - June 3xrd)
C. Bteven (May 26th - 28th)

AR, Ttitchie (June 9th - 12th)

¢.C. Hemmings (June jth - 10th)

Objective: To tey wadoild fish a) at the surface in the conventional
ways; and b) by divers in midwater in order thet the efficiencies of
the two methois could be compsied.

Narratives The scientific staff joined 'Mars'! at Buckie at

0930 hrs on 26th ligy wnd trovling began on the sanme day.  Mr.
Steven unfortunctely broke o finger on May 27th and had to return
to Aberdeen on the fouilowing doy. Verious fishing grounds in the
Moray Firth were worked but celches of rounifish were very small.
The comaercicl sesine net fleet from Duckie vwes working on Smith
Bank, fishing ot night oniy.  Accordingly, 'Mara! stecmed to the
Bank on June 2nd; a trawl haul wos mocde that evening cnd cnother
et 0530 hrs on the next day. Both houls vere unproductive. The
night wes spent ot anchor on the Bank aud fishing with handlines
was carried out during this period, producing & catch of 65 whiting
and about 15 haidock., The water depth here wos 22 fothome.  The
first fish ..ere cought close to the botiom but rs d: rlkness fell,
whiting were trken vithin 6 or 7 fothoms of the surfece., One or
tw> haddock .ere also teken ot this depth. 411 undimcged fish
were togzed end releaved.

Reports ere received thnt inshorz bocts were cutceling
reason-hle numbers of roundfish in Aberdeen Bay, NMiere! therefore
moved to Abordeon during the night of June 4/5th and for the
remainder of the cruise trawiing was carried out on the inshore
grounds betwecon Stonehcven and FHewburgh.  Catches in this area were
also very small but they w.re more productive than in the lMoray Firth.

Resultsz: During the txin 37 trowl hauls, ceoch of 40 minutes duration,
vere made. On 27 occisions the cowend was inspected by divers while
it was at depths of from 65 to 95 fect, The numbers of fish togged
veres

Tagged at Surface Tagged Undervicter
Cod 46 . 41
Haddock 52 (including 11 caught by handline) 6
Whiting 45 (21l caught by hendline) -

Saithe - 4

143 o1

Ag cotclies of fish were so small, the number of fish vhich could
be tagged wes ruch lews thon hod beon plonned.
of codend detechuent and undecweter bench esserbly worked well and
geveral troinee divers were frmilicrised with the underiater togging
operation, The most succe.sful uvndewsetber togzing Toul wes on June

11th vhen 16 cod vere 4ovped during ¢ dive thot lasted for 20 minutes.

J..G. Eislop,
19th June, 1969

hovever, the techniques



