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Objective  Purse seine trials and to tag herring caught by purse seinc.

During the first week of this six week cruise the purse seine trials were
conducted on the I'rascrburgh drifi-net grounds. Echo-surveys were made covering
an area of up to 60 miles rodius from north to cast of Fraserburgh but few fish
traces werc rcecorded, Several hauls were made with the purse scine which,
although unsuccessful, provided valuable experience in handling the gear and on
the performcnce of the not under varying conditions of wind and tide.

In the course of thesc triels the net sustained somc damage and the
beginning of tho seccnd week was spent making repairs to the goor.

Tho trials wore rosuncd on 21st July on the Fraserburgh grounds. In the
lase afternoon substontial traces were rocorded in mid-water about 28 miles
T.N.E. of Fraserburgh. Contact was maintained with these traces which rose
towards the surface at dusk. A 1orze plume was locoted at about 15 fathoms
and the purse scine was shot on this tr-icc. With wind and tide in the samoc
direction shooting conditions were ideal and a perfact ring was made.

When hauling was beogun it was evident that there was a substantial body
of herring i the net. The headline sunk below the water over much of its
length and thers wos a considerable strain on the pursing wirc. After the
net was pursed large bodies of fish wore observed swimming into the ncet and
becoming meshed. Onc of thesc largc bodies of fish meshod themselves in tho
net near the ship and carricd the net and footrope w.der the stern, fouling
the propeller.

The goar could not be frecd from the propeller and grect difficulty was
expericenced in taking the main part of the net on board. The net jammed in
the power block because of the large quantitics of meshed herring and heuling
had to he comploted by fleetinglﬁhe net with the Gilson and by hand.

hssistance was sought from "Clupca" which was working about 50 niles to
the south cast and "Mara™ uas towed to Buckie errviving there about 18.30 on
22nd July.

It was cstimated that the total catch was not less than 300 cranssy of
this about 80 crans wore meshed. The herring in the bight ond of the haul
Were in very good condition and provided excellent material for tagging. Under
the circumstances it wos not possible to fag lorge numbers but o sample of 100
were tagged with Scottish combinstion t085

Ths remainder of the sscond week and the whole of +he third week were
Spent in ropuiring the gear,

The purse seine trials -rorc rosumod ot the boginning of the fourth week
on the Shetland grounds, and continucd on the fifth and sixth weecks on the drifi-
net grounds off Orkney, Frrossrburgh nnd Clythness.. Although extensive
echo-surveys werc carricd out during this period very fow suitablc trices wore
Tecorded, A number of hauls werc madc by the purse seine without succoss.
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