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- Demersal tra@ling survey of groﬁhds off the Korth. and. West of Scotland.
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7+ "Seotiat sailed Iroim ‘Govan at 113 hours on 24 Februsry aid sftér "checking
- the radar gyster and making eompass ad justments the. sliip anchored off Qreenock.

to allow the ship's ate L time. to. prepare the trawl gear ‘etcs - Work conmenced

oniESfibbruafg'igf@héﬂﬂlydﬁfépd;qqptinuad westwards ‘along the-Irish Cosst with

-only'ﬁhé‘éécasipnélﬁinferruptiénadqa,ngtheﬁweathet.f The ocuter most stations

off the Hebrides were completed before the ship docked in Stornoway for the
mid~trip break on Fridiy & March, Whilst in port repairs were carried ont to
the wave gates and to ‘he sweep fairlead rollers. VYork recommenced on 5 Maren,
in the South Minch arei.. The remainder of the stations to the west of the
Hebrides &nd in.the.Mir.ch were compleled before the ship called briefly at
Ullppoel iofi %1 March tc uplift an additionai GOV trawl before steaming North
te the Solan arez where the remaining survey stations were complsteds . An
additional six stations were worked im the Noup, Fair Isle and Start.Ppiat
areas. before the ship jeturned to Aberdeen at 1120 heurs on 4% March,

Results

The whole survey wvas & ccessfully” compieted with 'a total of 50 trawls heing
made: during the cruisé.  Catch rates varied betwean -stations and ranged from
cne basket to 165 basketa per hour. Latches par 10 hours fishing by research
vessel sampling area ai'¢ given in the table bhelow.

Catch rates were good “hroughout the survey aréa..-The highest catches were
obtained in the Butt o:' lewis end Outer Hebrides areas where catches of up to
105 baskets and 100 bés&etsuper hour respectively were taken.

Cod were taken in the  srgest numbers dff the North West coast of Ireland where
in’ statistical recteng'.e 391 a satch of 50 askets péf hour was ettsinsd.

Haddock were scarce-iﬂ'the Minch-dnd in the Clyde. The highest numbers were
obtained in the Butt & lewis ares, With:the exceptionl of the Minch and -
Shetland aress very fev: ' 1+ {1982 year class) wers caught. In general the
catches were dominated by the' 1379 year tlags, - Whiting were distributed.
throughout the West'Cmtst-survey area. ' The age composition was similar to that
of haddock with few T+ ‘fish; but reasonebly high catceh rates of the 1979 vear
class.: - The highest ca'iches were obtained at the extra stations in the Shetland
area, -Saithe were onl;f caught in smsll numbers. ' S
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‘Norway pout wers most abundent.in the Clyde ) Shuth'of 560; Outer Hebride
and Butt of Lewis areas, .

. Heke provided an interesting feature of the survey with large munbdrs<of-tha
- 1982 year class being taken in the South Minch ard Inner Hebrides areas.

. ‘ g aar
Herring showed a sinilar distribution to previous years with appreciable nunbers
of adult herring being taken to the I of Ireiand and the M of the Hebrides..
Tnese were mainly autumn spawning fish. Juvenile herring (& 20 em) were caught
in appreciable numbers; only in the Clyde and in the North Minch areasi™ In - -

the latter area they formed a major component of the catch, ‘idu

. . . S
Mackerel were taken in small numbers over a wide area, the largest

catch
being takenisouth of Stanton Bank, _ IR T
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Welpht/Letowsh: - 3amples of Zaiiie were deev

y frozen ean relurned fo the lstoraser:
“he weight cata on 30 Cod, 400 Haddock, %50 writi : sured

ing and 30 Szlithe were res

at sea using the computerised weighing srster.  Observets

a number cf non-commercial.spefies.ii, o
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© . Maturity Data/Pyﬁbrih”caedd‘:ﬁ,Daféﬁ@aﬁﬁédliééted'Bﬁfﬁéiurity;at.asé-fp} Co4, ..

- Faddogk, -Whiting -and L. :pout throughout’the:survey irex. . Biioric casca.iere .

collegted from herring on en ares basis, '~ % -7 T T Ll owna T 0
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Numbers Por 10D Hours Fishin.-

Area No Jidn God Haddock Vhiting Szithe Herzring i Hackarel k. Pout Hake
liauls Paskebls ' i

Clyds 2] 105 220 170 5610 265 20465 1 260 - 46375 65
Scuth 56 6 220 - 49% 4080 5870 40 8037 . 795 27125 402
South Mineh [ .0 122 Gl 1814 4 260 6 5544 1ok
Cuter Hebrided1h 204 X0 G2 2550 hdy 599 85 31476 48
Butt of lewis 5 552 o | 370k 5528 140 3836 2l 205398 2l
Inner Hebridedb kY, 28 117 6287 18%0 1830 5 9068 882
Solan 3 67 7 6540 1040 - 100 - 1960 3
West Orkney |1 ko 20 1630 %0 240 ] - - -
Shetland .. & 175 b2 9uL5 11717 - ? 1 - -3825 -
Buchan " 175 - 4590 22420 - 1 140 - 510 -
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