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Cruise 04035

REPORT

28 February — 24 March 2003

Personnel
KA Coull (28 Feb — 20 Mar)
C G Davis
J Mills . (28 Feb — 20 Mar)
T Blasdale
R Watret {28 Feb — 20 Mar)
M Gault {28 Feb — 14 Mar)
M Mathewson {13 Mar — 20 Mar)
S Halewood (28 Feb — 20 Mar)
| Gibb
M Yoneda
F Burns {20 Mar — 24 Mar) .
Objectives
1. Demersal trawling survey of the grounds off the north and west coasts of Scotland and Irish
Sea,
To obtain temperature and salinity data from surface and seabed at each trawfing position.
To collect information on the distribution and reproductive development of cod.
To tag cod in the Clyde area for investigations of their movements.
Recording of EM950 Multibeam Swathe Bathymetry data during all gear tows and recording

of multiple frequency acoustic Echosounder integration data for the CATEFA project.
Qut turn in days per project: 20 days MF01Tc, 5 days MF0462
Narrative

Scofia sailed from Aberdeen at 1300 hours on 28 February and proceeded towards the stations off
the north coast of Scotland. Trawling commenced at 0800 hours the following morning on the station
west of Orkney. With favourable weather conditions, the vessel worked stations on the northern edge
of the survey area and then on to the stations west of the Hebrides. Work continued uninterrupted on
the outer stations until the evening of 5 March, when, with stronger winds forecast for a few days
ahead, the opportunity was taken to work on the inshore stations. With the stations in the South
Minch and North Minch areas being completed by the evening of 8 March, Scotia then proceeded to
the Clyde area. Poor weather conditions delayed arrival on station until later the following morning.
With two survey stations completed, the rest of the day and the following day was spent on obtaining
live cod for tagging purposes and further samples for biological work. Work on the survey stations
resumed on the morning of 11 March at the stations in the Irish Sea region. Eight stations were
completed before Scotia called into Dublin on the night of 12 March for the half landing.

On sailing from Dublin at 0900 hours on 14 March, Scotia continued working the Irish Sea stations
until the evening of 15 March. With all stations in the southern part of the survey area completed, the
opportunity was taken to move overnight to the northwest of ireland where eight additional stations
were completed in an area identified as a mackerel recruitment area. With this work completed, the
vessel then carried out work in the Tiree, Skerryvore, Gairloch and Summer Isles regions in order to
obtain cod samples for tagging as well as additional biclogical work.
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Figure 1.
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