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I CONPIDITCE: TNot to be quoted vithout
reference to the Laboratory.

CRUISE LI ORT
FRS "Scotia"

11-24 Veceuber 1969

Objectives

a, To tag plaice and lemon sole caught in an otter trawl fitted vith
o canvas codend in vhich the fish could be lifted out of the sea

without being crushed,

b, To conduct trials with a further modification to the detachable
codend,

Naxrative

"Scotia!® lelt .Dberdeen ot 0200 hrs on 12 Jecember ond nrocecded to

the "Dog Hole" vhere trial hauls were made vith both the canvas codend
and with the modified detachable codend, DBoth gesrs appeared to viork
setisfactorily. "Lcotia" returned to ‘berdeen on 13 December and
lended I Jones along v.ith o number of live haddock and whiting ceught
during the firet »oxt of the cruise.

SE gales »revented sciling from ‘berdeen until 1700 hre on 15 Dleceuwver,
"Scotial then proceoded to the Tirth of Tortii ihere she lay at anchor
until the morning of 16+th when it lhad been intended to trawl for plaice
in St indrevls Bey. This was iupossible becsuse of renewed gale force
winds from the SE, but asg trawling vos possible necxr the Base llock
"Scotia" remeined in tlids region until 19 December vhen conditions
deteriorated to such an extent that she vas forced to seek shelter in
Aberlady Deoy. L change in the directions cnd force of the wind
clloved traviling to be carvied out in St indreu's Uiy on 20 December,
The 21 Jecember vas spent lying at anchor in Jtbexlochy ay.

"Scotiat steamed to Lberceen on 22 Decewber avriving at 0100 hrs on
the 23xd,

wegults

The' grounds fished yielded moderate numbers of Slatfish and also some
cod, haddock and whiting in gcod enough condition for tagsing., The
numbers of each species tagged end the resion in vhich they were

relecsed wore as follows:

St indrew's Bay Tirth of Forth iberdeen Doy  Total

Plaice 67 3 7 71
Lemon Sole - 6 29 35
Haddock 101 157 75 333
Cod 7 62 8 | 17
Vhiting - 19 - 19

Flatfish brought on boord in the canvas codend vere in good condition
for tagging. DRoundfish treated in this way suffered little scale damage
except in the .'irth of Torth vhere stones brousht up in the codend
inflicted considerchble scale demage. DBecause of loss of time Cue to
poor weather concitions it was not possible to iicke commarative houls
with o conventional trawl and codend, )

D W ALLSTRONG
22 January 1970




