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Obiectivc

To test the new multiple-copening and closing Methot-trawl and obtain cheervations
on its performance underwater,

Narrative

"Scotia" salled from Aberdeen at 1130 on 29 December. A trial deployment and
recovery operation was carried out in shallow water close to Aberdeen, and the
vessel then proceesded offshore into deeper water. A ssries of trial tows =-~=~11a1
to the coast between Montrose and Collieaton were then carried out overnight

and during the day on 30 December. Divers were used on three occasions to observe
the gear underwater. The veagel docked in Aberdeen at 1520 on 30 December, ‘

Results

Deployment and recovery of the gear down the ramp stern of the vessel was -
extremely difficult and some damage to the equipment was sustained in the process.
Nevertheless, valuable data and observations were collected. Initially., *+-- -
was unstable and tended to tow nose down on its side at the highest speeds (47Kn).
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This was not affected by changes in the angle of the tail fin., However, removal
of the leading edge of the fin cured the problem and the gear then towed at a
stable depth with approximately 7° of pitch (nose ddéwn) and a glight heel (less
than 8° ) which could be corrected by adjustment of the tail fin. The drag exerted
by the gear at a towing speed of 4 Kn was approximately 4.3 tonnes.

Buring the trials, the release mechanism for net changing was operated by divers.
Once released, the net bars fell smoothly down the guliding rods but some
difficulties were experienced with the release mechanism itself. However, the
trials demonatrated the source of the problem and this can now be rectified.
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