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MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE FISHERIES AND FOOD 
FISHERIES LABORATORY LOEESTOFT SUFFOLK ENGLAND 

REPORT : RV TELLINA : CRUISE 7 
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DURATION : 

3 - 20 J u l y  

LOCALITY : 

Engl i sh  East  Coast (Farne I s l a n d s  t o  Dungeness) 

AIMS: 

1. To i n v e s t i g a t e  the  d i s t r i b u t i o n  and abundance 
o f  young h e r r i n g  and s p r a t s ,  a long t h e  Engl i sh  
e a s t  coas t  using beach se ine  and midwater t r a w l s .  

2. To c o l l e c t  samples o f  young h e r r i n  f o r  Dr Greer- 
Walker and Mr Davey (Helminthology 7 . 

NARRATIVE : 

A north-wester ly  ga l e  prevented leaving harbour on 2 J u l y ,  
b u t  TELLINA was a b l e  t o  s a i l  from Lowestoft a t  0925 hours 
3 J u l y .  A s  t h e  weather was s t i l l  bad t o  t h e  n o r t h  TELLINA 
proceeded t o  work southwards and t h e  inshore survey between 
Lowestoft and Dungeness was completed under favourable  
condi t ions  by t h e  evening o f  7 J u l y  and TELLINA re tu rned  
t o  Lowestoft a t  2055 hours.  TELLINA s a i l e d  aga in  a t  0900 
hours 9 J u l y  and proceeded t o  work northwards. This  second 
p a r t  o f  t he  c r u i s e  was ca’rr ied out  under g e n e r a l l y  unfavour- 
ab le  weather condi t ions  wi th  f resh-ga le  f o r c e  winds b lowing  on 
most days,  a l though u s u a l l y  f r o m  a west-north wes te r ly  
d i r e c t i o n  which enabled work t o  continue i n  t h e  c o a s t a l  
waters .  During f i s h i n g  ope ra t ions  approximately 1 mile 
t o  the nor th  o f  Flamborough Head on 11 J u l y  p a r t  o f  t he  
midwater t r a w l  became entangled i n  the  p r o p e l l e r  of TELLINA 
a t  1.630 hours and i t  was necessary t o  a sk  f o r  the  a s s i s t a n c e  
o f  t h e  Flamborough Head Li feboat .  TSLLINA was taken  i n  t o w  
a t  1720 hours and reached Br id l ing ton  harbour a t  1910 hours.  
Local s k i n  d i v e r s  had the p r o p e l l e r  c leared  by 2030 hours 
and t h e y  r epor t ed  t h a t  t h e r e  appeared t o  be no damage t o  
e i t h e r  p r o p e l l e r  o r  rudder.  TELLINA was the re fo re  ab le  t o  
s a i l  f r o m  Br id l ing ton  a t  0830 hours the  f o l l o w i n g  morning 
and c a r r y  on working northwards. 15 and 16 J u l y  were spent  
i n  Har t lepool  s h e l t e r i n g  f rom a n o r t h e r l y  ga le .  A t  1000 
hours 17 J u l y  the  inshore f i s h i n g  v e s s e l  TRADE’NIND (BH 7)  
was found d i sab led  wi th  engine t r o u b l e  3 mi l e s  South e a s t  
o f  Sunderland, she was t a k e n  i n  t o w  by TELLINA a t  1010 hours 
and s a f e l y  ber thed a t  1100 hours i n  Sunderland. The most 
n o r t h e r l y  p o i n t  o f  t h e  inshore  survey was reached a t  0640 



hours  18 July i n  t he  v i c i n i t y  o f  t he  T x n e  I s l a n d s  and 
t h e r e a f t e r  the remainder of  the  c r u i s e  was spent i n  
r e t u r n i n g  s o u t h w s r d s  and completing p a r t s  of t h e  survey  
which had been omitted e a r l i e r  because o f  t h e  adverse 
weather cond i t ions ,  TELLIYA returnei i  to Lowestoft a t  
1 2 2 5  hours 2 0  J u l y .  

RESULTS : 

1. Catches of  Downs Stock 0-grcup h e r r i n g  i n  the 
southern  ? a r t  of t h e  survey area. were t h e  bes t  
which have been made sinct: these  inshore surveys 
were cominenced i n  1965, arid i t  :.iould appear t h a t  
the 1969/70 year  c l a s s  i n  t h i s  s tock  i s  the  
s t r o n g e s t  one t o  be ~ r o d i i c e d  for some yea r s .  

2 .  As had been expected f r o m  the T-:ester ly  
d i s t r  i but i on of t he  Vhi t by/F1 ambor ough he r r ing  
l a r v a e  i n  October 1969, c;~.Lc;icts of 0-group 
he r r ing  i n  the  1J~ash/Lincolnshire coas t  a rea  
were excep t iona l ly  good during t h i s  c r u i s e t  
however ca tches  i n  many loca l i -Lies  f u r t h e r  t o  
t he  n o r t h  were also s u r p r i s i n p l y  good and i t  
must be concluded t h a t  the: 19c9 yea r  c l a s s  i n  
t h e  L o n g s t o n e  component of the  Bank S t o c k  i s  

3 a l s o  a g3od one. 

3 .  1-group s p r a t s  of' the  1969 yec<P c l a s s  were 
widely d i s t r i b u t e d  t h r n u g l i o u t  the Thames Estuary 
and off t h e  N o r t h  e a s t  c o a s t  and some good 
ca tches   ere a l s o  made i n  t h e  Uash a r e a .  The 

all t h e s e  a r e a s  m u s t  be encouraging. 
. prospects for ncxt  s eason ' s  s p r a t  f i s h e r i e s  i n  

MISCELLANEOUS : 

1, Samples of  young herr inr :  were preserved 
for Mr Grt.er-'Vlalkisr and !I:L- Davey . 
2 .  2 0  inshors  ivater  samp:!.es were c o l l e c t e d  
for D r  Reynolds st 2pproxiimLel-y 10 mile 
i n t c r v a l s  between t h e  Wash and l?'arne I s l a n d s .  
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