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**o -the wr i te r  

R. V. TELLIIIA 

R m r u i s  e n/l9 67 

. . . . .  , 

- Staff :  Duration: 

E. J. Holden (26 Aug-6 Sept) 
C. N. Humphreys 
B. Coulson (21-25 Aug. ) 

21 August-6 September 

Aim: 
w_ 

To invest igate  hook s e l e c t i v i t y  f o r  spurdogs. 

Rarrative: 

The ship sa i l ed  from Lowestoft a t  0930 hr/21st and s t a r t e d  f ishing off 
Hartlepool on 22nd. Two areas,  which had been marked as good grounds f o r  
spurdogs by a l i n e r  skipper, mere searched using rod and l ine.  
mere 1ocated.two f l e e t s  of  l i n e s  were shot. Each l i n e  had 50 hooka and a 
fleet consisted of f ive  lines of hook s izes  numbers 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9. This 
procedure was followed each day. Although spurdogs mere found each day of f  
Hartlepool they were patchy and d i f f i c u l t  t o  locate ,  and on 28th it w a s  decided 
t o  leave f o r  another area s o u t b e a s t  o f  Withernsea. Spurdogs were much more 
abundant here i n i t i a l l y ,  but the  catch r a t e  f e l l  away a f t e r  29th. 
cu l ty  was experienced with the  strengthening t i d a l  currents and on 1 s t  an 
anchor and one l i n e  were l o s t .  
lines of f  Vithernses i n  order t o  compare l i n e  and t r a w l  catches. 
off Hartlepool was too rough fo r  trawling. 

Then spurdogs 

Some diffi- 

Trawl  hauls were mde i n  t h e  vicini.ty of the 
The ground 

. On 2nd searching s t a r t e d  i n  company with the  M,, V. BETTY i n  poor weather 
oonditions. 
N. V. BETTY informed us tha t  the area n m l d  be unworkable a f t c r  the 2nd because 
the  t ides  would be too strong. I n  view o f  t h i s ,  t he  lack  of spurdogs and the 
deter iorat ing weather, it w a s  decided t o  sai l  f o r  Lowestoft which was reached 
at  2100 hr. 

Neither vessel  caught any spurdogs and the skipper o f  t h e  

Tinds up t o  gale force prevented the ship s a i l i n g  again. 

Results : 

The mean s ize  of f i s h  d i d  not appear t o  d i f f e r  signific 'antly with hook 
s ize  f o r  e i t h e r  of the two areas worked, although the mean s i z e  w a s  different 
f o r  the  two areas, 72 cm off Hartlepool and 62 cm o f f  Vithernsea. 
r e l a t ive  hooking r a t e  did a l t e r  with mean f i s h  size: 

However, the 

Pe rc  ent age hoo king ra t  e 

Hook s i z e  5 6 7 a 9 
Hartlopo 01 32 35 37 30 20 

38 V i  thernsea 24 29 . ... 34. - . . , .33 . . . 

Insuf f ic ien t  spurdogs were caught i n  t h e  trawl hauls t o  provide a n y  comparison 
of catches by the two gears. 

115 spines were taken f o r  age determimtion. 

O f f  Hartlepool la rge  cod were plentif 'ul  while o f f  Withernsea small codlling 
of the 1966 year-class were abundant. 

M. J. Holden 
6 September 1967 

In i t i a l l ed :  D.H.C, 

Distribution: See overleaf 
_cp___ .-. 
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. . .  . D r .  C o b  
Mr. Leo 
Capt. Rldiss . -  I .  

D r .  Cushing 
Mr. Burd 
Mr. Hill 
14re Bolster 
Er. Cattlcy 
n t r .  Corlct t  
l!~. Garrod 
D r .  Harden Jones 
Mr, 110s 
Dr.  Jamieson 
Pz . JI:a.rge t t s 
lFr. Trout 
M r .  'Holden" 
D r .  Pur&om 

Mr. Mitson 
Mr. Tungate , 

M r .  Williains 

M r .  Adams 
Nr. Mdlls 
Yr. Kay 
b?iss Conolly 
General Lab, 
Lab. Registry 
Library (2)  
1.5r. Whiting 
M r .  Simpson , 

D r .  Rcynolds 
Chief Inspector 
AU D i s t r i c t  Inspectors 
Fisher ies  Registry 
Skipper Eurroughs 
M r .  Buchnnan Wollaston 

Vc. Glover 
Hydrc g a p  hic Department . 

D r .  Lucas 
Director, N.I.O. 
Dr. Peachey 
Nr. Sholbourne 
W,F .A. 
B r i t i s h  Trawlers ' Federation 

, Mr. Bridge'r .. . . 

. Mr. Vood 

Mr. W e  bird, D.A.F.S. 

1k. Humphreys 
Rr. Coulson 
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