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DURATION 

1st Part :  Left Lowestoft 0630h 11 September 
Arrived Lowestoft 1930h 18 September 

2nd Part:  Left L o w e s t o f t  0845h 22 September 
Arrived Lowestoft 15OOh 8 October 

A l l  times are Greenwich Mean Time 

LOCiiLITY 

North Sea (English coas ta l  waters) 

AIMS 

1 .  To carry out a survey o f  0-group f l a t f i s h  stocks i n  English 
North Sea coastal  waters, using a Riley 2m, beam trawl and 
push nets.  
To t a g  I-group plaice and sole within the  survey area. 
To compare two s e r i e s  of push net catches made approximately 
12 days apart  a t  Cleethorpes. 
To preserve a l l  specimens obtained a t  selected s ta t ions  within 
the  Vash area.  

2. 
3. 

4. 

NARRATIVE 

The staff and crew joined TELLINA a t  Grimsby on 1 1  September, 
and on t h i s  and the following day push net s ta t ions  were worked on 
the Cleethorpes bench. 

On 13 September rep l ica te  hauls were made a t  Haile Sand and 
Gale Bull Sand For t  together with 2 hauls i n  the Hawke Channel. 

force winds prevented any work from being done on 14 September, but 
on 15 September work was again possible and an attempt was made t o  
do rep l ica te  hauls at Cleeness Sands; here the sea bed was very rocky 
and the  s t a t ion  was abandoned. 
Sand Fort but force 6 winds probably reduced the eff ic iency of the  
net. A haul was also attempted a t  Burcom Shoal but again t h i s  was 
not possible, owing t o  the nature of the  sea bed. 
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A fur ther  3 hauls were made a t  Bull 

On 16 September TEUINA proceeded t o  Hablethorpe and one s e r i e s  

On 17 September TELLINA steamed t o  the Wash where it was 
o f  rep l ica te  hauls and three addi t ional  s ta t ions  were successfully 
completed. 
hoped tha t  a se r i e s  o f  push net hauls could be made. 
unfavourable winds made this impossible, s o  a rep l ica te  s e r i e s  of 
hauls  were made off the S1I corner of Long Sand. 

However 
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On 18 3e$cenber thc weather was again unsuitable f o r  push nett ing,  
and work was carr ied out i n  the chsnnel n o r t h  of Long Sand; here a 
rep l ica te  s e r i e s  o f  10 h m l s  and a s ingle  haul a t  Roger Sand were 
successfully conpletcd. 
crew travel led -to Lovrcstoft €or the mid cmise  break. 

TELLInTk docked a t  Bostcn and the s t a f f  and 

The s t a f f  and cre;r rejoined TELZlINA OR 22 September, and on 23, 
24, 25, 26, and 27 September work was made inpossible by strong t o  I 

gale  force winds. 
t o  be worked i n  the Freeman Channel, but trorlc was abandoned when gale 
warnings were received. 

On 2 8  September aoderating rrinds erxibled one s t a t ion  

On 29 Septexber, ?fork wis again impossible owing t o  high winds, 
but a f t e r  a favourable forecast  TELLINA sa i led  from Boston at 0050 
on 30 September 2,nd 7 Purther s t a t ions  weye worked i n  the !$ash area. 
With only a short  break i n  the weather forecasted i t  P T ~ S  decided t o  
abandon any fur ther  wcrk i n  the Wash, and TEILLIVA steamed t o  Lowestoft 
making 4 hauls off the B o r f o l k  coas-b before clocking a t  Lowestoft. 

On 1 October strong winds prevented TELLINA from reaching Sizewell 
Bank 2nd 2 s ta t ions  weTe woykeC’ off Lowestoft, Again on 2 October high 
winds prevented TELLDI: frorri proceeding oouth and 4 s ta t ions  were 
completed o f f  Great Yarmouth. 

On 3 October, ILilLIHA s i r ~ m e d  south but. h V gales prevented her  
from get t ing fur ther  ihan Ipssrich, 3 s i l t i o n s  were imrked on passage. 

On 4 October 211 atteDpt I.:ZS made t o  cross the  Thames but s t rong  
winds prever-ted this and 2 s tn t ions  were cociyleted i n  the Wallet before 
returning t o  Ipsxich. 
the Thames but conditio:is xere unsuitable arid i t  was decided t o  steam 
t o  Sizewell where ii; TSFS hope2 work might be possible. 
s e r i e s  o f  10 hauls ;ins completed. Owing t o  the shortage of time 
remaining available f o r  work, it was decided to  abandon any fur ther  
attemFts t o  v?Oi?l: i n  the Thames a i d  TELLIITL ;-eturned t o  Lowestoft, 

Again o n  5 October a11 attempt T?TOS made t o  cross 

Here a rep l ica te  

During 6 and 7 0cko:icr TCLLIKL com$.ctc?d the u o r k  i n  the Sizewell 
bank are?., a d  OR c3 October 4 s i a t ions  ?:ere completed i n  the Yarmouth/ 
Winterton area. 

TELLIIU docked a t  Lovrestoft 150011 on 8 October 1975. 

RESULTS 

1 .  L t o t a l  o f  122 hauls ,us?xdly of 10 minutes duration, were carr ied 
out using a standard Riley 212 
the  survey i n  the Humber, Nabietliorpe, Wash and Sizewell areas,  but,  
with 5 exceptions, lef-t  a11 the work irn the Thames area outstanding. 
The 10 repl icate  push net sta-cions on the Long Sand (Wash) and West- 
B m r o v  (Thames) a l s o  remained outstanding. 

60 pla.i.ce and 44 soles  were otolit-he4 during the si-mey. 
The d is t r ibu t ion  of the numbers released by areas was as fo’llows, 
the bracke-ted ntlmbers reprcsenting the numbers of o to l i t h s  taken. 

been trawl. This v i r t u a l l y  completed 

2. A t o t e1  of 173 plaice and 35 soles  were tagged and released; and 
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Plaice Sole 

Humber 85 ( 1 )  . I  

Mab l e  tho rpe 48 0 
Wash 

S i z  -ew e 1 1 

Thames 0 

The reduction of numbers tagged, compared with the 1974 survey, 
was, i n  par t ,  due t o  the noticeably lower catch ra tes  of I-group 
plaice i n  the Ikblethorpe area. 

3.  The second se r i e s  of  push net hauls was successfully carr ied out 
on Cleethorpes beach. During t h i s  s e r i e s  the t i d a l  range 
encountered w q s  g rea te r  than i n  the f i r s t  and a ra ther  more 
hazardous s t re tch  o f  beach had t o  be negotiated with the push 
net a t  low water. 
Provisional catch r a t e s  of 0-group plaice fo r  the  two s e r i e s  
were: 

F i r s t  se r ies :  85, 139, 23, 67, 68, 59, 99, 89, 105, 95, 113 and 68 
Second ser ies :  87, 38, 103, 40, 48, 89, 130, 82 and 35 

4. A l l  specimens obtained a t  10 s ta t ions  i n  the Xumber and 5 s ta t ions 
i n  the  Boston Deeps area of the Wash were preserved i n  s p i r i t  f o r  
P. Walker. 
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