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R. V. TELLINA

Report for Cruise 9/67

§3§££ Duration
R. J. Wood 10-~22nd November.

A, M. Watson

e

1« To investigate the distribution and abundance of sprats and
O-group herring along the East Anglian coast, and in the Thames
Estuary and %ash.

2+« To collect samples of herring for Dr. Khalil (Commonwealth Bureau
of Helminthology).

Narrative,

Bocause a lengthy period of continuous bad weath?r prevented Tellina
returning to Lowestoft at the end of the previous cruise, Cruise 9 was started
from Dover,

Tellina sailed from Dover at 0500 hours on 10th November and proceed to
the Thames Estuary., During the following 5 days anextensive echo and midwater
trawling survey was carried out through many of the more important channels
in the area. Tellina returned to Lowestoft at 1330 hours on 14th November
and during the remainder of the cruise work was carried out from Lowestoft
on a daily basis along the East Anglian coast. Telline did not work further
north than Winterton as an echo survey of the Wash area had already been
carried out during Clione Cruise 11. Cood weather sonditions prevailed
during the whole of this cruise and the programme was completed by the
evening of 22nd November.

Results

1s  An extensive 'fleck™ type trace was recorded over the whole of the Thames
Estuary but only two small patches of ®plume" type trace were located.
Hauls in this area with the midwater trawl produced mainly fairly small

catches of sprat, herring and whiting, the sprat catches being very uniform
at about Z basket per hour's fishing.

Along the East Anglian coast O-group herring were found to be very
much more abundant than in November, 1966, Sprats were distributed over
a very large area although no concentrations were located. Again echo traces
were mainly of the *fleck type although small plumes were also seen occasionally,
and the best sprat catch here was at the rate of 24 baskets per hour's fishing.

At several localities along thé East Anglian ¢oast hauls with the
midwater trawl were made at various depths. -O-group herring and sprats
were only caught in the upper 5 fathoms or so and most of these fish were

caught very close to the surface. Hauls made on abundant "spotty" trace
at somewhat greater depths produced mainly whiting, cod, dabs , gobies and
shrimps. A

2. Several samples of both adult and O-group herring were colleected for
Dr, Khalil from the Thames Estuary.

Miscellanecous

A number of sprat samplas were preserved for Dr. Johnson,
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