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To film square mesh codenda on Scottish end Dutch commercial trawls to eascer-
tain fish escape potentisl from vaerious designe of codend.

Narrative

Tridens departed Aberdeen at 2300 hrs on 6 March to undertake RCTV work on
the Bellans grounds of the Moray Firth on 7 and 8 March. Tridena returned to
Aberdeen et 0930 on 9 March for her weekend off and departed Aberdeen &t
2300 hrs on 10 March for Copinssy. RCTV observationa of various codends
continued at Copinsay until 14 March vhen Tridens moved back to thoe Bellano
area where TV trials contisued on 15 March. On the 13 March the vessol
vieited Xirkwall in order to change trawling equipment and pick up gear gent
from Aberdeen. Tridens returned to Aberdeen at 0930 hra om 16 March and the
RCTV end trawl gear was unloaded on 18 March.

Results

Fifteon hours of underwater film of the codands tested on the Scottish and
Dutch trawls was collected. The film is being analysed in the laboratory.
Interim results suggest that a narrov square mesh codend displays groater
escape potontial for haddock, whiting end herring compared to wide squars
mesh codends when attached to commercial trawls with long diamond mesh exten-
afon pleces. A short quickly tapered square mesh section at the forward end
of the long extemsion created a good eacaps zone, but further tests will need
to establish whether such a section could replace a square mesh codend.

Haddock, herring, vhiting and sandecls were obaerved to escape in large
nuwbers along the entire lemgth of the equare mesh sections in direct con-
trast to the failed attempts at ascape from the closed diemond meshes in the
long oxtensions of both trswls tested. Up to tem very large cod were observed
in a square mesh codend during several haula.
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