
Additional tasks 
 
In addition to the standard MEGS adult sampling, single fish information and various samples of 
gonads and other tissues were obtained from 249 mackerel for the EASIMACK project. Of these, 
121 fish were suitable for the description of the reproductive cycle. For fecundity estimates via 
stereology, a total of 102 fish were suitable, and of these 32 fish were also used for a comparison 
of methods to estimate fecundity (stereology vs. autodiametric method). In addition, from 152 
of the adult mackerel, samples were collected for genetic analyses. 
 
On 6 fishing positions, fishing hauls were conducted at the same position but in different depths, 
in order to investigate the vertical distribution of adult mackerel for the EASIMACK project. On 
4 positions sets of 2 hauls were conducted (stations 8 & 10, 75 & 77, 91 & 92 and 114 & 115) 
and on 2 positions sets of 3 hauls were conducted (stations 33, 34 & 36 and 123, 124 & 125). 
See also figure 3 for the location of sampling positions. 
 
Furthermore, an experiment on mackerel egg development times at different temperatures as 
well as a test of an image analysis system for egg staging was conducted for the EASIMACK 
project. 
 
For the NORDMAK project, an accoustic camera which was mounted on the fishing trawl was 
tested. The camera was attached during the majority of the conducted hauls, but had to be 
skipped on a few hauls due to technical issues. 
 
Genetic samples of anchovy were collected for the GenClim project. Unfortunately, no genetic 
samples from hake could be collected, as no hake were caught during the survey at all. 
 

 
Fig. 1: Cruise track and sampling locations. 


