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1 Itinerary 
 
In spite of some strong storms threatening to delay arrival, RRS James Cook 
slipped her moorings at Avonmouth only a few hours late at 1230h on 29th April 
for the start of a highly successful cruise to the sustained long term observatory 
over the Porcupine Abyssal Plain (PAP) (Fig.1).  The remains of the storm 
provided some uncomfortable passage at the start, this soon abated however, 
and although we were somewhat constrained in the work we could do on arrival 
at PAP, hardly any time was lost to bad weather until the last few hours on site 
on 8th

 
 May. 

 
Fig. 1 Cruise Track (red) and Exclusive Economic Zone Boundaries (black). 

2 Background & Objectives  

The oceanic water column and the underlying seabed change on a variety of 
temporal and spatial scales.  The objective of the PAP observatory is to provide 
high temporal resolution (hours) of an increasing number of variables which are 
relevant from the perspective of the biology, physics and chemistry over a 


