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Itinerary 
Port of mobilisation of equipment: Port of Spain, Trinidad (left 31 March 2015) 

Departure: Manzanillo, Mexico 15 April 2015 

Arrival: Manzanillo, Mexico 19 May 2015 

Number of days: 34 

Track Chart 

 

Background 
This cruise is part of the Managing Impacts of Deep-seA reSource exploitation (MIDAS) European 
Union Framework Programme 7 Project. It was jointly funded by the UK Natural Environment 
Research Council.  

This is the first UK cruise to the Clarion Clipperton Zone (CCZ) in the northern equatorial Pacific, an 
area likely to be targeted for deep-sea mining for polymetallic nodules. This cruise will visit the north 
easternmost Area of Particular Environmental Importance (APEI). There are a total of nine of these 
APEIs situated to the north and south of the mining claim areas defined by the International Seabed 
Authority (ISA) across the CCZ. The APEIs have been delineated by the ISA as part of their 
environmental management plan for the CCZ and are designed to protect representative species and 
habitats for the CCZ. At present the APEIs have been designed based on surface ocean characteristics 
and the topography of the seafloor, estimated from satellite altimetry. At present there has been 
virtually no sampling of seafloor habitats or species in the APEIs. The NERC cruise aims to change 
that. The cruise plans to study a representative area of the APEI in great detail at high resolution and 
over a variety of scales. This will characterise the habitats, biology, physical and chemical conditions 


