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In total, 87 stations were performed within the 17.5 working days including 16 ROV-dives, 23 
sediment stations (VSR), 22 water stations (CTD), and about 1000nm of profiling (multi beam 
echo sounding). 

Fig. 3.1 Track Chart of R/V METEOR cruise M78/2 (satellite map: Google Earth) 

 
4 Narrative of the Cruise 

  (R. Seifert) 

April 01. to 14. R/V METEOR left Port of Spain, the Capital of Trinidad And Tobago, with a 
delay of one day against schedule, April 2 at noon aiming to the active hydrothermal areas 
located at 04°48’S, 012°22’W on the Mid Atlantic Ridge (MAR). This delay was caused by a 
belated arrival of the vanguard and the closure of the harbour of Port of Spain during the 29th for 
a security check in view of the near visit of the U.S. president Barack Obama. Thus, unloading of 
containers and mobilization of heavy gear had to be postponed to the 30th, when also the rest of 
the scientific party arrived save and sound on board. Work proceeded well and could be closed 
by a successful harbour test of the ROV in the morning of April 2. During the 3100 nm long 
transit to the hydrothermal sites at the MAR, concentrations of halogenated organic compounds 
in the atmosphere and the surface waters were continuously measured by a team of the IfBM, 
University of Hamburg. The objective of this work, performed under the auspicious of the 
excellence cluster CLISAP, is to shed light on the relevance of tropical coastal zones for the 
atmospheric burden of halogenated molecules. R/V METEOR crossed the equator in the early 
morning of April 11. To avoid any hindrance of the work ahead by force majeure, we took care 
to enter the southern hemisphere with the whole crew being orderly baptized. At April 12 the 
first of three Argo Floats launched on behalf of the BSH at 1°S, 24°W. At this opportunity, a 
launch and recovery test was performed using a dummy of the AUV. Also at April 12, recording 


