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OPERATIONS 
 
Transit and Equipment Testing 

RV Pelagia arrived at the buoy offshore Mutrah harbour (Muscat, Oman) at 15:00 (all 
times in UTC) on 10th December 2008. After loading and bunkering, the vessel departed 
Muscat at 15:00 hrs on 11th December 2008 and began transit to the Indus offshore 
operational area, making a direct line to the initial proposed start point east of the Indus 
Canyon and close to the India-Pakistan border (22˚ 39.0’N, 67˚ 3.0’E)(Fig. 6). During 12th 
December the science party decided to perform a test of the equipment by running a survey 
across a proposed Integrated Ocean Drilling Program (IODP) site located on the Murray  

 
 
Figure 6. Track chart of the entire cruise showing the transit route from Muscat to the operating region 
and the general coverage of the Indus delta offshore area. 
 
Ridge at 22˚ 56.2’N, 64˚ 59.6’E. RV Pelagia arrived at 22˚ 56.45’N, 64˚ 56.0’E at 07:00 on 
13th December and the Chirp seismic system was deployed at 04:10. The system operated 
well until 05:00 when it was retrieved. Because of the water depths, which exceeded 2000 m 
no good Chirp data was acquired. At 05:13 a CTD cast was made in order to provide a 
salinity-seismic velocity profile for the accurate operation of the multibeam bathymetry 
system (Table 1). The CTD was returned to the deck at 06:30. Although good data was 
collected there was a software fault in the multibeam system that prevented immediate 
callibration and recording of accurate water depth information at that time. Following the 
CTD cast the vessel returned ~3 nm to the west to allow deployed of the Sparker seismic 
system. The streamer was initially deployed over the stern with no problems at 07:53, 
followed by the Sparker source at 08:10. By 08:40 the system was operational and collecting 
data ~1.3 nm west of the proposed IODP site (our Site Indus-1; Table 2), with the vessel on a 
course running due east. After completing a south to north transect through the site the 
seismic gear was pulled at 10:35 and the ship was repositioned over the site for piston coring. 


