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2. CRUISE PROGRAM and RESEARCH AREAS  

Following sections contain a description of the program and the work areas. Some general 

information about the cruise, i.e. the participants, the cruise blog, and the logbook can be 

found in the Appendices-1, 5 and 6 at the end of this report. 

 

2.1. Cruise Track 

The track of cruise 64PE324 is shown in Fig. 1 starting with departure from Texel on the 11
th
 

September 2010 and arrival in Vigo at the 2
th
 October. Two study areas were visited during 

the cruise: 1) Belgica Mounds an 2) Whittard Canyon. The sections below contain a map and 

the  work program in each of the areas. 

 

 
Fig. 1. Track of Cruise 64PE324 (11 Sept-2 Oct 2010). 

 

2. 2. Belgica Mounds 

The Belgica Mounds are situated on the eastern side of the Porcupine Bight (Fig. 2). The 

coral communities in the Belgica Mound Province have been a target of many programs and 

cruises in the past decade, a summary of which can be found in Foubert et al. (2005). NIOZ 

visited the area with RV Pelagia already in 2008 and 2009. The area is designated as a SAC 

(Special Area of Conservation) by the Irish authority for which a research permit is required.  


