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Cruise summary 
 
Research cruise 
The MedBlack GEOTRACES leg 2 (64PE373) on RV Pelagia departed 13 July 2013 from 
Istanbul (Turkey) and arrived 25 July 2013 back in Istanbul (Turkey) with Micha Rijkenberg 
and Loes Gerringa (Royal NIOZ) as chief scientists. 

 
Stations 
During cruise 64PE373 we occupied a total of 12 full depth stations (Figure 1). Typically at 
each station we did two casts to the bottom starting with the ultraclean CTD (UCC) followed 
by the high volume CTD (25L CTD). In addition, at each station, the full depth casts would 
be followed by a shallow cast with the UCC and a cast with 3 in situ pumps, both over the 
oxic-anoxic interface. The demand for ultraclean seawater samples was high at the hyper 
stations 2 and 5 and an extra cast with the UCC was taken at station 10. Details like the date, 
time and position of the actual deployments at each station can be found in Appendix 1. Note 
that the actual station numbering is different from the original planned station numbering. 

 

 
 
Figure 1. Cruise track of research cruise 64PE373 on the RV Pelagia in July 2013. Red dots represent 
normal stations with typically one full depth UCC cast, a full depth 25L CTD, a UCC cast over the 
oxic-anoxic interface, and a cast with in situ pumps over the oxic-anoxic interface. Blue dots represent 
hyper stations with 2 full depth UCC casts, 1 full depth 25L CTD cast, a UCC cast over the oxic-
anoxic interface, and and a cast with in situ pumps over the oxic-anoxic interface. 
 
Cruise narrative 
The participants boarded the RV Pelagia at 09:00 am on 13 July 2013. The Pelagia was ready 
to go at 15:00 and at 21:00 we joined a convoy from Istanbul through the Bosporus into the 
Black Sea to start leg 2 of the MedBlack GEOTRACES cruises. To allow all participants to 
set up their equipment the first station was planned at 08:00 am on 14 July. All CTD’s and the 
in situ pumps worked well at station 1 and also at all other stations. We arrived at station 2 at 


